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I4alayan  rice  supplies  in  1958  from  domestic  production  and  carryover 
stocks  will  continue  at  the  high  level  of  1957.    The  current  harvest  is 
expected  to  exceed  slightly  the  previous  record  production  of  the  year 
before,  and  carryover  stocks  on  January  1  were  in  good  oosition.  The 
bulk  of  the  crop  is  planted  from  September  through  November,  and  harvested 
by  mid-April. 

The  gain  in  production  is  due  to  a  moderate  acreage  increase,  good  weather, 
and  better  caltural  practices.    A  total  of  931,000  acres  were  planted, 
or  to  be  planted,  on  November  30,  compared  with  911,000  on  the  same  date 
in  1956-57.    About  95  percent  of  the  acreage  usually  is  sown  by  the  end 
of  November. 

Malaya's  rice  stockpile  is  being  maintained  by  the  Government  at  the  high 
rate  of  recent  years,  so  the  country  is  in  a  comfortable  supply  position 
at  all  times.    The  present  method  of  stockpiling  probably  will  continue 
in  both  the  Federation  of  Malaya  and  in  Singapore,  despite  protests  of 
the  trade  against  the  control. 

To  maintain  quality,  through  rotation  of  the  stockpile,  importers  will 
continue  to  purchase  one  ton  of  rice  from  Government  stocks  for  every 
2  imported.    This  regulation  was  set  up  in  1955.    Though  the  ratio  of 
purchases  of  Government  rice  to  imported  rice  has  changed  from  time  to 
time,  the  present  ratio  has  been  in  effect  since  August  1,  1957. 

Malaya  must  continue  to  import  large  quantities  of  rice,  even  though 
current  production  and  stocks  are  relatively  high.    Nearly  one-half  of 
the  country's  rice  requirements  are  imported. 
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Rice  imports  from  January  through  November  1957,  the  latest  month  for 
which  data  are  available,  were  4.72,000  long  tons,  a  decline  from  523,000 
tons  in  the  same  period  of  1956.    Slightly  over  four-fifths  of  imports 
were  from  Thailand,  and  12  percent  from  Biirma.    About  5  percent  came 
from  Mainland  China,  and  some  rice  was  imported  from  Cambodia  and  Vietnam. 
Reexports  of  rice  were  larger  than  in  the  year  before,  because  of  barter 
trade  with  Indonesia. 

MALAYA:    Rice  imports  and  exports,  January-November  1956  and  1957 


Country  of 
origin 

'           Imports  ' 

•  Country  of 

•  destination 

>  Exports 

:  January-I 
:  1956 

'November  : 
!    1957  : 

!  January- 
!  1956 

-November 
1957 

iLong  tons 

:Long  tons: 

: British  Borneo  1/ 

iLong  tons 

[Long  tons 

:  136,^^36 

0 

:  7,986 
•  3,333 
:  369,^65 
:  2/5,763  i 

:    55,360  : 
:      6,929  : 
'    25,^53  ' 
'         100  : 
:  383,^73  : 
1/  590  : 

!  8,260 
:    51,170  ! 

:  5,U2 

:  2,372 
90,620 

•  8,882 

China,  Mainland 
Other  countries 

: Other  countries 

:  522,983 

:  OT,905  : 

t  6i^,872 

:  101,874 

1/  Includes  Brunei,  North  Borneo  and  Sarawak.  2/  5,295  tons  from  India. 
2/  From  Vietnam. 


Source:    Department   of  Statistics,  Federation  of  Malaya  and  Singapore. 

The  decline  in  rice  imports  during  1957  is  attributed  to:  (1)  a  large 
carryover  at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  (2)  export  restrictions  of  the 
Thai  Government  during  the  last  half  of  1957;  (3)  reexport  restrictions  of 
the  Singapore  Government;  (4.)  a  ban  on  imports  of  Thai  rice  by  local  im- 
porters in  early  October;  and  (5)  the  relatively  high  prices  of  Burmese  rice, 


Because  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  rice  from  Thailand  in  the  latter 
part  of  1957,  reexports  of  rice  were  prohibited  by  the  Malayan  Government, 
With  the  marketing  of  Thailand's  new  crop  in  January,  rice  became  available 
for  import  in  larger  quantities.    It  therefore  can  now  be  imported  for  re- 
export under  the  following  conditions:    Rice  so  purchased  is  not  charged 
against  the  Singapore  allocation  granted  by  the  Thai  Government;  Such 
shipments  have  been  made  from  Thailand  after  December  23,  and  arrived  in 
Singapore  on  or  after  December  28,  1957;  The  quantities  involved  must  be 
approved  by  the  Thai  Ministry  of  Economic  Affairs. 

A  steady  gain  in  Malaya's  population  during  the  last  decade  has  resulted 
in  increases  both  in  domestic  rice  production  and  in  rice  imports.  Even 
though  more  rice  is  now  consumed,  the  per  capita  consumption  has  decreased, 
however,  about  5  percent  in  the  last  10  years. 
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The  decline  in  per  capita  consumption  of  rice  from  the  prewar  rate  is 
much  greater.    In  recent  years,  the  amount  consumed  per  person  has  been 
only  three-fourths  of  what  it  was  before  the  war.    During  the  years  1937 
to  1939,  rice  consumption  per  capita  was  377  pounds  per  year  (16.6  ounces 
per  day).    In  the  5  years  1951-55,  it  averaged  279  pounds  (12.2  ounces  per 
day) . 

MALAYA  1/:    Apparent  rice  consumption,  1937-4,0,  and  1947-57 


Percentage 


!  Net 

;  Production 

!  of 

:    Consumption  per 

Year 

►  iiiipurus  <c/  4 

>    pXUB  IlcT/ 

•  procluc  i/ion 

!         capita  2/ 

:  imports 

!  to  total 

!  Per  year 

!  Per  day 

!  1,000 

:      1,000  ! 

1,000  : 

;  long  tons 

:  long  tons! 

long  tons! 

!    Percent  ! 

Pounds 

:  Ounces 

1937  U' . . 

!  319 

:  5U 

!  833 

!          38  ! 

!  373 

!  16.4 

1938  U' . . 

!  299 

!  533 

:  832 

!  36 

!  380 

:  16.7 

1939  A/'.- 

!  338 

\^     602  ' 

!  9a 

5  36 

!  379 

!  16.6 

1940  U,,, 

!  331 

!i/     584  . 

!  915 

!  36 

-LV4  (  

Oo 

495 

1948  

!  343 

!  450 

:         793  ■ 

!            43  ! 

1949  • 

\  307 

:        495  ! 

802  ' 

!  38 

5  294 

!  12.9 

1950  

!  436 

!        436  ! 

872 

!  50 

!  299 

:  13.1 

1951  ' 

!  443 

t  499 

:  942 

!        47  • 

!  295 

5  12.9 

1952  

!  3a 

s        423  ! 

764 

\  45 

1       294  • 

!  12.9 

1953  

s  441 

:  494 

!        935  ! 

47  ! 

265 

!  11.6 

1954  

!  408 

:         268  ! 

:  676 

!        60  < 

1       274  ' 

!  12.0 

1955  ! 

ai 

!  484 

!  895 

X  46 

!  265 

:  11.6 

Average  ; 

!  409 

!  434 

!  843 

:        49  « 

!       279  ' 

:  12.2 

1956  ! 

!  420 

:  511 

\  931 

!            45  ! 

1957  ! 

488 

:6/     ao  ! 

898  ' 

!             54  ! 

1/  Includes  Federation  of  Malaya  and  Singapore.    2/  '/Thite,  cargo, 
parboiled,  broken  and  glutinuous  rice.    2/  Based  on  3-year  moving  average. 
ij  Excludes  broken  rice,  which  was  not  used  for  human  consumption. 
V  Includes  paddy  for  milling  in  Malaya,    y  Estimate  of  FAS. 


Source:    Monthly  Statistical  Bulletin,  Federation  of  Malaya:    Rice  Sup- 
plement 1957,  except  as  noted. 

Short  supplies  in  Thailand  caused  the  Malayan  Government  on  October  4,  1957, 
to  restrict  rice  imports  from  Thailand  by  private  importers.    This  resulted 
in  an  increase  in  the  rice  prices  of  Malaya.    In  January  1958,  when  Thailand's 
new-crop  exports  became  available,  and  the  restrictions  were  removed,  average 
wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  rice  started  to  decline. 
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In  calendar  year  1957  the  United  States  exported  17,293,000  bags  (100 
pounds)  of  rice  in  terms  of  milled,  compared  with  21,i^74.,000  bags  the 
year  before.    Though  well  below  the  unusually  large  exports  of  1956,  the 
volume  was  25  percent  more  than  in  the  1951-55  average  period. 

Cuba  regained  its  position  as  the  principal  market,  taking  nearly 
one-fourth  of  the  exports.    Before  1952,  Cuba  was  the  chief  customer  for 
U,  S.  rice,  but  in  that  year,  heavy  exports  to  Japan  exceeded  those  to 
Cuba.    From  then  until  1957,  exports  to  either  Japan  or  Pakistan  usually 
were  larger  than  those  to  Cuba. 

Rice  exports  to  Western  Hemisphere  countries,  excluding  Cuba,  totaled 
713,000  bags,  considerably  below  exports  of  1,003,000  bags  in  1956  and 
the  annual  average  of  978,000  bags  in  the  1951-55  period.    Exports  to 
Canada  increased  moderately,  but  again  were  much  below  average.  Ship- 
ments were  larger  than  average  to  several  small-importing  countries, 
such  as  Haiti,  the  Netherlands  Antilles,  Guatemala,  and  the  Canal  Zone. 
Exports  to  Venezuela  were  below  the  average  of  1951-55,  but  exceeded 
those  of  1956. 

Rice  exports  under  Title  I,  Public  Law  ^80  agreements  accounted  for  over 
half  of  total  exports.    Shipments  of  9,4-91,000  bags  were  slightly  less 
than  the  10,573,000  bags  under  Title  I  in  the  preceding  year.    All  Title  I 
exports  of  rice  since  the  program  began  in  1954-  have  been  to  countries  in 
Asia. 

Sixty  percent  of  U.S.  rice  exports  went  to  Asia  in  1957.    Of  the  10,4-39,000 
bags  shipped  there,  over  nine-tenths  were  under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  480. 
Only  9  percent  (948,000  bags)  of  the  volume  to  Asia  was  shipped  as  com- 
mercial exports,  principally  to  Saudi  Arabia  and  other  Arabian  States, 
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RICE:    U.  S.  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries,  by  calendar  year,  averages  1931-50, 

annual  194.6-50  1/ 


Country  of  destination 


Average 

1931-35 

1936-4.0 

1941-45 

1946-50 

1946 

1947 

1948  : 

194.9 

1950 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags  ; 

bags 

bags 

lAB 

141 

373 

401 

251 

474 

323  : 

';07  • 

450 

2 

7 

4 

7 

10 

19 

4  • 

2/ 

2/ 

1 

2/ 

6 

13 

27 

10 

5 

1 

24 

2 

X 

j'^ 

86 

36 

36 

117 

211 

33 

2 

18 

"^2 

13 

57 

J. 

198 

1,686 

3  .252 

5,394 

2,630 

7,382 

4,276 

5,915  • 

6,765 

2/ 

Q 

36 

1  . 

0 

2/ 

112 

66 

2  • 

2 

10 

22 

62 

?2 

1/ 

2/ 

0 

2/ 

0 

0 

!  0 

2/ 

/ 

2 

12 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

61 

;  1 

70 

a6 

2 

2/ 

0 

0 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

6 

g 

21 

03 

1 

5 

:  7 

167 

286 

T 

>  -L 

2/ 

»                    J-  f 

525 

1,957 

3,764 

6,096 

3,002 

7,94A 

4,702 

7,086 

7,656 

5 

2/ 

:  0 

63 

2/ 

2/ 

155 

158 

0 

131 

72 

0 

104 

9 

2 

:  1 

293 

216 

15 

12 

2 

5 

2/ 

22 

2  • 

2 

189 

27 

14 

11 

26 

'  2/ 

24 

3 

:  2/ 

315 

5 

0 

14 

2/ 

1 

:  1 

69 

:  1 

82 

:  73 

148 

6 

8 

151 

269 

307 

0 

1 

Q 

9 

4, 

11 

12 

Q 

10 

18 

11 

2 

1 

2/ 

0 

0 

!  0 

3 

19 

-•-7 

15 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

1 

1 

0 

107 

:  0 

1 

^/ 

2/ 

12 

33 

2/ 

2/ 

■  2/ 

0 

2/ 

1 

10 

A6 

A5 

2/ 

0 

105 

!  121 

TQ7 

70 

380 

1 

:  2/ 

2/ 

2 

2/ 

0 

0 

2/ 

272 

8 

AO 

0 

0 

c 

0 

31 

16 

!  3 

6 

23  ' 

1  :  2 

5 

2/ 

1,U5 

:  837 

^18 

:  108 

24 

371 

!  PI4 

672 

1 

2/ 

2/ 

/9d 

275 

2,146 

n 
u 

2/ 

2/ 

1/ 

36 

182 

0 

0  ! 

0 

2/- 

!  0 

71 

576 

2U1 

2/ 

638 

1,120 

874 

0 

2/ 

15  : 

2/ 

0 

:  1 

53 

23 

129 

1 

2/ 

:  317 

0 

1 

6  : 

55  • 

1,521 

0 

:  0 

0 

98  • 

0 

0 

489 

0 

0 

2 

:  15 

3 

1,134 

.  3,255 

1,1a 

0 

1,274 

1 

0 

:  3 

86 

7 

49 

173 

121 

82 

2/ 

13 

10 

12 

4 

7 

24 

4 

136 

16 

90 

3,068 

:  4,568 

1,470 

3,460 

3,339 

2,505 

2/ 

2 

11 

3 

1 

1 

5 

5 

5 

2/ 

2/ 

41 

35 

Ul 

37  ! 

56  ! 

25  ! 

8 

1 

^5 

2 

2/ 

2/  . 

3 

0  ! 

4 

1,810 

2,370 

4,788 

9,622 

7,726  : 

9,476  • 

8,687  • 

11,369  • 

10,850 

V/estern  Hemisphere: 

Canada   

Mexico   

British  Honduras  . . . . 
British  West  Indies  . 

Canal  Zone   

Cuba   

French  West -Indies  ,. 
Netherlands  Antilles 

Argentina   

Bolivia   

Chile   

Venezuela   

Other  countries   

Total   

Europe: 

Austria   

Belgium-Luxembourg  . . 

Denmark   

France   

Germany,  V/est  

Greece   

Iceland   

Ireland   

Italy   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

United  Kigndom   

U.S.S.R  

Other  countries   


Asia: 

China   

Hong  Kong  

Indonesia   

Israel  and  Palestine 

Japan   

Korea,  Republic  of  .. 

Philippines   

Saudi  Arabia   

Other  countries   

Total   


Total  Oceania 

Liberia   

Other  Africa  . 


World  total   :  1,810 


1/  Milled  rice,  including  brown,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough  rice  converted  to  terms  of  milled 
at  65  percent.     2/  Less  than  500  bags. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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RICE:    U,  S.  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries,  by  calendar  year,  average  1951-55 

annual  1951-57  1/ 


Country  of  destination 


1951 


1952 


1053 


1954 


1^55 


Average 


1951-55 


1956 


'■/estern  Hemisphere: 

Canada   

Mexico   

Guatemala   

British  Honduras  .... 

British  West  Indies  . 

El  Salvador   

Honduras   

Costa  Rica   

Canal  Zone   -  

Cuba   

Haiti   

Netherlands  Antilles 

Bolivia   

Chile   

Colombia   

Venezuela   

Other  countries   

Total   

Europe : 

Belgium-Luxembourg  . . 

France   

Germany,  Vest   

Greece   

Netherlands   

Sweden   

Switzerland   

Trieste   

Other  countries   

Total   

Asia: 

Ceylon   

Hong  Kong   

India   

Indochina   

Indonesia   

Japan   

Korea,  Republic  of  .. 

Pakistan   

Philippines   

Ryukyu  Islands   

Saudi  Arabia   

Other  Arabian  States 

Turkey   

Other  countries   

Total   


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


1,000 
bags 


Total  Oceania   

French  West  Africa   

Liberia   

Union  of  South  Africa  . . . . 

Other  Africa   

Destination  not  specified 
Total   


Section  416  shipments   : 

Ground  rough  rice  for  animal  feed: 
World  total   : 


300 

530 

600 

588 

550 

534 

313 

393 

2 

11 

:  14 

8 

3 

8 

19 

1 

U 

1 

0 

2 

1 

:  43 

39 

28 

12 

3 

31 

30 

21 

30 

25 

53 

83 

8: 

5 

:  IQ 

32 

88 

:  82 

0 

0 

y 

0 

:  2 

1 

42 

1 

0- 

0 

0 

17 

31 

10 

!  2 

0 

0 

0 

0- 

y 

6 

1 

32 

1 

3 

1/ 

y 

1 

1 

1 

26 

27 

5,557 

4,814 

5,556 

4,102 

2,574 

4,521 

3,165 

4,201 

1 

4 

2 

55 

71 

27 

13 

49 

26 

35 

42: 

51 

37 

38 

33 

47 

3- 

2! 

8 

3 

110 

25 

257 

0 

2: 

3 

1: 

0 

0 

1 

37 

y 

1/ 

1/ 

1 

486 

42 

106 

3 

3 

442 

57 

148 

149 

52 

170 

34 

40 

3 

y 

1 

° 

31 

5 

6,528 

5,555 

6,383 

5,497 

3,530 

5,499 

4,168 

4,914 

8 

82 

159 

223 

457 

186 

522 

342 

1/ 

1/ 

'  y 

y 

y 

y 

79 

y 

2/ 

1 

t  16 

21 

56 

19 

27 

18 

263 

44 

5 

10 

1 

65 

5 

13 

2 

0 

:  7 

12 

:  70 

18 

66 

15 

1/ 

2/ 

0 

69 

:  12 

16 

13 

12 

31 

34 

:  57 

62 

23 

41 

56 

23 

1/ 

0 

!  4 

0 

58 

12 

8 

y 

1 

8 

:  26 

25 

!  35 

19 

20 

8 

305 

169 

274 

422 

712 

376 

796 

431 

1/ 

1,388 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

278 

!  0 

0 

0 

179 

:  0 

y 

:  0 

36 

5 

y 

0 

1 

:  0 

0 

!  205 

41 

1,052 

3,334 

0 

1/ 

:  0 

0 

220 

U 

10 

.  y 

1,284 

809 

:  811 

0 

!  0 

581 

r  5,265 

674 

1,086 

6,389 

:  5,062 

.  5,957 

!  6,116 

4,922 

96 

21 

-L,4UV 

!         /i  ,  4DD 

:^  4,43o 

y 

0 

1,663 

5 

2,903 

i/ 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

8 

5,531 

:  2,789 

y 

71 

'  y 

y 

!  42 

!  23 

22 

386 

0 

422 

:  195 

:  0 

0 

123 

y  201 

:  7 

:  85 

:  150 

180 

!  72 

122 

:  80 

T  oA 

126 

4 

4 

:  3 

1 

1 

2 

15 

110 

0 

0 

:  0 

2 

:  0 

y 

221 

0 

2 

5 

16 

11 

11 

2 

25 

0 

3,911 

11^819 

:  10,675 

6,151 

6,667 

7,845 

12,529 

10,439 

5 

22 

18 

21 

:  23 

18 

48 

52 

1/ 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

:  200 

40 

426 

0 

66 

49 

:  y 

146 

:  235 

99 

258 

324 

1/ 

3 

0 

10 

13 

5 

18 

10 

1 

0 

:  1 

1 

:  2 

1 

4" 

7 

0 

0 

!  0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

15 

,10,816 

17,617 

:  17,351 

12,248 

:  11,382 

13,883 

18,247 

16,192 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

2,424 

1,101 

0 

0 

:  0 

0 

0 

0 

803 

0 

10,816 

17,617 

:  17,351 

12,248 

:  11,382 

13,883 

21,474 

17,293 

1/  Milled  rice  including  brown,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough  rice  converted  to  terms  of  milled 
at  65  percent.    2/  Preliminary,    y  Less  than  500  bags.    4/  Adjusted  to  include  all  programs  of  the 
Department  of  Defense  and  the  International  Cooperation  Administration,    y  ICA  orogram  -  shipped  by  the 
Department  of  Defense. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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RICE  (milled):    U.S.  exports  \mder  Title  I,  Public  Law  ^80,  1954-57 


wOUIlT/Ij  OX 

H  p'^+.i  nfl "hi on 

!  1954-55 

!  1956 

!  1< 
I  January- 
!  June 

?57 

i  July- 
: December  ' 

!  Total 

'  Total 

1,000  : 

.  1,000 

!  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

!  1,000 

CWt,  ! 

cwt. 

:  cwt. 

!  cwt. 

!  cwt. 

;  cwt. 

Tndifl   *  ! 

0  ; 

896 

;      3  31Q 

!                 0  ! 

:       L  215 

^1  AV-l                O  sLCL       •  •  •  •  < 

0  : 

IQP 

!  660 

:           1*5  ! 

1  < 

I          67^  : 

*>  87A 

Israel   ! 

1/        6  : 

0  " 

:  0 

:            0  ' 

!                 0  ! 

!  6 

Japan  : 

1/  2,243  ! 

0  I 

!            0  : 

0  ! 

0  ! 

2,243 

Korea  ! 

.2/     648  i 

0  ! 

!  0 

!      2,335  ' 

'     2,335  ' 

2,983 

Pakistan  ' 

;           0  ! 

4,260 

:      1,417  ! 

:      1,369  ' 

!  2,786 

!  7,046 

Turkey  \ 

0  ! 

:       218  ! 

0 

5  0 

:            0  ! 

!  218 

Philippines  ..! 

0  ! 

0 

!  0 

:  376 

!         376  " 

!  376 

Total   

:      2,897  : 

10,573 

!  5,396 

:      4,095  • 

!  9,491 

!  22,961 

1/  1955.    2/  1954. 


Source:    Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

India,  a  new  importer  of  large  quantities  of  U.S.  rice,  was  the  princi- 
pal Asian  destination.    About  19  percent  of  total  U.S.  rice  exports  in 
1957  went  to  India,  as  a  result  of  a  P.L.  480  agreement  in  August  1956 
for  shipment  of  specified  quantities  of  wheat  and  rice.    Exports  of  rice 
to  the  Korean  Republic  and  Pakistan,  all  under  Title  I  programs,  were 
17  and  16  percent,  respectively,  of  total  exports.    Substantial  quantities 
went  to  Indonesia  and  the  Philippine  Republic  under  P.L.  48O. 

Percentages  that  total  Public  Law  48O  rice  shipments  were  of  U.S.  rice 
exports  to  Asia  and  of  total  U.S.  rice  exports  from  1954  to  1957  are 
shown  below: 


Ratio  of  P.L.  480  \ 
rice  exports  to 

:  Percentage 

;      1954  ; 

:     1955  ' 

:  1956  . 

'  1957 

Percent 

11  ! 

!         5  : 

!  Percent 
34  ! 

!          20  ! 

!  Percent  ! 
84  : 
49 

!  Percent 
91 

!  55 

Rice  exports  to  Europe  in  1957,  the  smallest  since  1954,  were  well  below 
the  peak  postwar  level  of  1955  and  1956.    The  most  significant  decline  was 
in  exports  to  the  Benelux  countries  (Belgium-Luxembourg  and  the  Netherlands) . 
A  global  quota  imposed  on  milled  rice  by  the  Benelux  in  the  first  part  of 
1957  reduced  greatly  the  amount  of  rice  imported  from  the  United  States 
by  these  countries.    Also,  less  rice  was  exported  to  Switzerland,  West 
Germany,  Trieste,  and  Sweden.    Greece  was  the  only  European  country  which 
took  more  U.S.  rice,  but  the  increase  was  negligible. 


FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 
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RICE 

FR  3-58 

April  16,  1958 


CUBA  INCREASES 
RICE  IMPORTS 


Rice  Imports  into  Cuba  in  the  1957-58  (July-June)  rice-quota  year  are 
forecast  at  around  4.  million  bags  of  milled  rice,  12  percent  more  than 
the  3,556,000  bags  (100  pounds  each)  imported  in  the  preceding  year.  A 
high  rate  of  consumption  and  reduced  output  because  of  poor  weather 
during  planting  of  the  spring  crop  are  the  principal  reasons  for  the  in- 
crease in  imports  needs, 

Cuba's  rice  consumption  in  the  first  half  of  1958  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue at  the  high  level  of  1957.    Incomes  from  the  large  1958  production 
of  sugar  and  its  products  are  expected  to  provide  substantial  puchasing 
power  for  rice  consumers.    Record  consumption  in  the  1957-58  (July-June) 
rice-quota  year  is  estimated  at  7,750,000  bags.      Per  capita  consumption 
is  estimated  at  122  pounds,  the  highest  in  recent  years. 


CUBA:    Rice  (milled)  supply  and  distribution,  1957-58  (J\aly-June) 


Item  ' 

Quantity  • 

•                  Item  ' 

Quantity 

Stocks,  July  1,  1957,, 

!  100  pounds  : 
!    1,505,000  : 
!    3,575,000  : 
!    4,085,000  : 
:    9,165,000  : 

1  100'  pounds 
!l/  7,740,000 
!  0 
:  1,425,000 
!  9,165,000 

: Stocks,  June  30,  1958, i. 

1/  At  122  pounds  per  capita. 


Compiled  from  unofficial  sources. 


The  United  States  has  supplied  virtually  all  of  Cuba's  rice-import  needs 
in  recent  years.    This  is  largely  the  result  of  an  agreement  reached  in 
the  General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT)  at  Geneva,  which  became 
effective  in  June  194-9. 

In  that  agreement,  the  basic  low-duty  quota  for  rice  imports  from  the 
United  States  was  set  at  3,250,000  Spanish  quintals  (3,295,890  bags). 
Author ization>  must  be  granted  by  the  Cuban  Government  for  additional 
imports  at  the  low-duty  rate  of  3.70  pesos  per  100  kilograms  (84.  cents 
per  100  pounds).  Otherwise,  the  duty  is  7.4-0  pesos  per  100  kilograms 
($1.68  per  100  pounds). 

All  of  the  basic  low-duty  rice  quota  of  3,295,890  bags  for  the  current 
quota  year  (July-June)  was  imported  by  March  15.    So  far,  two  additional 
quotas  have  been  granted:    one  early  in  Janiaary,  for  507,060  bags  (500,000 
quintals);  and  the  other  in  March  for  30,4-24-  bags  (30,000  quintals).  Thus 
to  date,  imports  totaling  3,833,374-  bags  (3,780,000  quintals)  have  been 
authorized  at  the  low-duty  rate. 

If  consimption  is  maintained  at  the  anticipated  level,  Cuba  will  import 
still  another  250,000  bags  of  rice  before  June  30.    Farmers  have  been  able 
to  plant  only  35,000  acres  for  the  spring  crop,  compared  with  71,000  acres 
in  1957.    From  this  acreage,  around  4-00,000  to  500,000  bags  of  milled  rice 
are  expected  to  be  harvested,  compared  with  700,000  bags  in  the  year  before. 

Total  rice  acreage  planted  in  1957-58,  including  the  fall-winter  crop  and 
the  spring  crop,  is  estimated  at  300,000  acres.  Acreage  abandoned  should 
not  be  so  great  as  in  1956-57,  the  "hoja  blanca"  disease  having  been  less 
destructive.  Planted  rice  acreage  in  1956-57  was  officially  estimated  at 
4-52,000  acres.    Acreage  harvested  is  believed  to  be  around  4-00,000  acres. 

There  are  several  possible  reasons  for  the  decline.    Heavy  financial 
losses  were  incurred  in  some  areas  where  "hoja  blanca"  disease  made  serious 
inroads  in  the  1955-56  and  1956-57  rice  crops.    Some  farmers  quit  planting 
rice  because  it  was  not  as  profitable  as  they  figured  it  would  be.  Also, 
adverse  weather  caused  some  reduction  in  acreage  planted  to  the  spring 
crop. 

Even  though  Cuba's  total  rice  acreage  of  1957-58  dropped  more  than  30 
percent,  production  declined  only  11  percent.    The  crop  is  forecast  at 
550  million  pounds  of  rough  rice  (3,575,000  bags  of  milled  rice),  com- 
pared with  615  million  pounds  (4-, 000, 000  bags)  in  the  year  before.  Acreage 
planted  to  the  native    variety,  Zayas  Bazan,  was  increased  because  of  its 
resistance  to  "hoja  blanca"  disease.    Zayas  Bazan  also  is  a  much  higher- 
yielding  type  than  are  imported  seed  varieties.    Cuban  consumers,  however, 
prefer  Imported  long-grain  varieties. 

A  small  quantity  of  seed  rice  is  imported  from  the  United  States,  Seed-rice 
imports  in  1956-57  were. 86, 000  hundredweight.    Since  seed  rice  is  imported 
mainly  before  planting  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  imports  of  this  type 
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in  the  July-December  period  are  negligible.    Around  18,000  cwt,  were  im- 
ported in  the  last  half  of  1957,  compared  with  33,000  cwt.  in  the  same 
period  of  1956. 

The  Cuban  Rice  Stabilization  Administration  imposes  a  tax  of  10  cents  per 
hundred  pounds  on  all  domestic  rice  collected  as  well  as  on  all  imported 
rice.    Total  collections  in  the  1956-57  quota  year  were  7,259,374-  bags  of 
clean  rice,  on  which  $726,000  was  collected  in  taxes.    Taxes  collected 
from  domestic  crop  amounted  to  $364,000,  end  from  imported  rice  they  were 
$362,000. 

Tax  collections  of  $362,000  from  the  domestic  crop  indicate  that  Cuba's 
rice  crop  of  1956-57  was  at  least  3,640,000  bags  of  milled  rice  (560 
million  pounds  rough).    Rice  produced  and  used  on  farms,  including  food 
and  seed,  which  does  not  move  in  the  trade,  is  estimated  for  1956-57  at 
about  10  percent  of  the  total  crop.    Therefore,  Cuba's  total  harvest  that 
year  is  estimated  at  4,000,000  bags  of  milled  rice  (615  million  pounds 
rough) , 

Tax  collections  in  the  first  half  of  the  1957-58  quota  year  (July-December) 
amounted  to  $361,000:    from  locally  produced  rice,  $152,000;  and  from  im- 
ported rice,  $209,000.    Taxes  received  from  domestic  collections  were  from 
1,516,000  bags  of  milled  rice,  compared  with  1,708,000  bags  in  the  same 
months  of  1956-57. 

CUBA:    Value  of  total  tax  collections  by  the  Rice  Stabilization 
Administration,  on  imported  and  milled  rice,  July  1956-December  1957 


Month 


July  

August  

September. . 
October. . . . 
November . . , 
December. . . 
Subtotal 

January. . . . 
February. . . 
March. . . . . . 

April  

May  

J  une 

Subtotal 

Total  


:                1956-57  s 

1957-58 

•  Imported ' 

Domestic " 

Total  ; 

Imported 

'  Domestic] 

;  Total 

:  Dollars  ; 
:    20,211  ! 
:     9,561  ! 
:    22,590  ! 
:    28,623  J 
:    53,281  ! 
:    20.526  ! 

Dollars  i 
42,186  ! 

'    32,950  ! 
18,531  ! 

!    17,247  1 

.    27,083  ! 

!    32.787  ' 

,  Dollars  ; 
!    62,397  5 
!    42^511  ! 
I    a,121  ! 
!    45,870  ! 
!    80,364  ! 

Dollars  ! 

23,243 
38,526 
!  15,574 
1  27,128 
!  59,193 
!  45.986 

:  Dollars  : 
!    17,723  : 
;    17,809  ' 
:  14,761 
:  12,698 

:  27,344 
:  61.246 

:  Dollars 
!  40,966 
i  56,335 
!  30,335 
!  39,826 
!  86,537 
!  107.232 

:  .154.  792  < 

!  170,784  ! 

I  325. 57^  ' 

i  209,650 

:  151.581 

!  361.231 

:  43,221 
:  42,188 
:  43,424 
:  27,745 
»  31,813 
:    19.022  ■ 

i  61,177 
!  58,262 
I  15,257 
!  13,604 
I  17,002 
:  27.647 

!  104,398  ' 
!  100,450  ! 
I  58,681 
!    a, 349 
!  48,815 
i  46.669 

:  207,413 

i  192,949 

•  400.362 

:  362,205  1  363,733 

!  725,938 

Rice  Stabilization  Administration  of  Cuba. 
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Import  arrivals  in  the  first  half  (July-December)  of  the  1957-58  quota 
year  were  2,368,680  bags  of  milled  rice,  compared  with  1,682,000  bags 
in  the  same  months  of  1956-57,  according  to  ships'  manifests.  Imports 
were  speeded  up  in  September  1957,  when  the  government  permitted  500,000 
bags  of  the  third-quarter  (January-March  1958)  import  quota  to  be  advance! 
for  importation  in  the  remainder  of  1957. 


CUBA:  Arrivals  of  milled  rice,  by  months,  July  1952  to  February  1958 


• 
• 

Month  : 

• 
• 

1/  ' 

'       1/  ' 

!  1954-55  ! 

!  1955-56  ' 

;  1956-57 

!  1957-58 

• 
• 

• 
• 

1,000  • 

!      1,000  ! 

I  1,000 

I  1,000 

:  1,000 

t  1,000 

• 
• 

CWt.  ! 

CWt.  ! 

!  CWt. 

!  cwt. 

!      cwt.  { 

i  cwt. 

947  • 

!  651 

5             72  ! 

83  • 

!  13 

I  a5 

>  <C/CU 

>       1  *;7 

'          -L?  f 

•  -LA-? 

►               <C4|,  / 

ai  ! 

!  698 

5       556  ' 

!  169 

!  232 

!  184 

490  ■ 

!  749 

:       577  ! 

!  625 

i  632 

I  536 

639 

!       833  " 

!       422  J 

!       360  . 

!       271  • 

!  544 

522 

:       623  ! 

!  277 

?89 

•  w 

Calendar  year: 

4.665 

t  5,635 

!    4.059  ! 

!  2,424 

!  2.992 

!  4.243 

473 

!  389 

!       174  ' 

!          177  ! 

!       362  ! 

!  259 

397 

:       347  • 

!        158  ! 

!       202  ! 

507  ! 

!  238 

369 

:  130 

t       161  J 

352 

!  287 

253  ' 

!  0 

i       149  ' 

!        175  ! 

!  342 

47  • 

!  429 

:       105  I 

!         82  - 

:       251  " 

322  ' 

!  182 

!               6  ! 

I       322  ! 

125 

Quota  year. , : 

5,151  • 

:  5,251 

!    3,335  ! 

1    2,981  ! 

!  3,556 

1/  Figures  for  calendar  years  1952  and  1953  contain  negligible  amounts  of 
seed  rice. 


Compiled  from  ships'  manifests. 


The  action  was  held  necessary  in  order  to  stabilise  prices  which  were 
getting  out  of  line.    The  government  estimated  on  September  1,  1957, 
almost  at  the  close  of  the  crop  year,  that  its  carryover  stocks  had  de- 
creased to  a  minimum  of  500,000  bags  from  1,505,000  bags  on  July  1. 

Then  early  in  January  1958,  as  a  further  stabilization  measure,  the 
government  authorized  the  importation  of  an  additional  507, 060  bags  at 
the  low-duty  rate.    Rice  consumption  had  continued  at  a  high  level  and 
domestic  rice  collections  were  less  than  in  the  year  before.    In  March, 
a  special  supplementary  quota  of  30,424  bags  was  authorized  for  distri- 
bution in  Oriente  Province. 


The  supplementary  quotas  had  the  desired  effect  of  steadying  prices, 
even  though  at  a  high  level.    Prices  of  domestic  milled  rice  delivered 
at  Habana  were  held  at  the  September  price  of  $16. 60  per  100  pounds, 
the  highest  on  record.    The  average  comparable  price  for  1956-57  (July- 
June)  was  $13.86  per  100  pounds. 


vrv  o  O 


o 


'  Dec. 

:  Dol. 

C~-  UA  !>•  CV  if\ 
..... 

-4-  OA  CV  OA  UA 
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The  wholesale  price  of  U.S.  long-grain  at  Habana,  Rexora  (El  Sabio)  at 
the  end  of  December  was  |l7.75  per  100  pounds,  down  slightly  from  $18.25 
per  100  pounds  in  September,  but  considerably  above  $14.. 75  in  December 
a  year  earlier.    The  wholesale  price  of  the  native  variety,  Honduras, 
No.  1,  was  $14-. 75  per  100  pounds,  compared  with  $15.25  per  100  pounds  at 
the  end  of  September,  and  $14.. 25  per  100  pounds  in  February  1957,  the 
earliest  month  for  which  data  are  available. 

Over  a  fourth  of  Cuba's  rice  mills  did  not  operate  in  1956-57.    Of  317 
rice  millers  reporting  capacity  and  production  of  mills,  86  reported  no 
output.    This  is  probably  due  to  an  increase  in  the  output  of  the  larger 
producing  mills.    Four  mills,  each  having  a  capacity  of  200,000  to  300,000 
bags,  handled  over  a  fourth  of  the  crop;  and  11  mills,  each  with  a  ca- 
pacity of  over  100,000  bags,  milled  over  half  the  crop.    On  the  other 
hand,  235  mills  each  having  a  capacity  of  1,000  bags,  or  less,  handled 
only  1  percent  of  the  crop. 

For  several  months,  therefore,  the  majority  of  the  smaller  millers  have 
proposed  that  (1)  all  rice  be  imported  as  rough  rice,  (2)  all  rough  rice 
grown  locally  be  divided  proportionately  among  the  317  mills,  with  the 
top-producing  mills  cutting  output  for  the  benefit  of  the  other  mills. 


CUBA:    Number  of  rice  mills,  and  output  of  milled  rice, 
July  19 56- June  1957 


!  Capacity 

Number  of  mills  ! 

From 

•  To 

!  Production 

:  100  pounds  " 

:  100  pounds 

:  100  pounds 

2   

:  250,001 

300,000 

:  537,i^90 

2  

I  200,001 

!  250,000 

:  ^^36,238 

2   

!  150,001 

:      200,000  ' 

:  3^.0,423 

5   ! 

100,001 

!  150,000 

!  656,751 

10   ! 

50,001 

!  100,000 

I  756,822 

15   

!  25,001 

!        50,000  - 

:  552,905 

13   

:  10,001 

:  25,000 

:  2^3,181 

9   

:  5,001 

!       10,000  • 

!  66,681 

24.  ' 

!  1,001 

!  5,000 

1  55,286 

U9   

I         Up  to 

:         1,000  - 

:  38,591 

86  

:    No  output  in  1956-57 

:  0 

Total  ....  317   

• 

'  3,68A,368 

Based  on  tax  receipts  of  the  Cuban  Rice  Stabilization  Administration. 


The  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  has  on  file  information  on  location, 
capacity,  quantity  produced,  and  names  of  the  operators  listed  above. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRiaJLTlEE 
WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
foreign  Agricultural  Service      Wa$KtjFKj*an  . 

s.  DEmmEfr 

TOTAL  RICE  IMPORTS  OF  PRINCIPAL  IMPORTING 
COUNTRIES  MAINTAINED  IN  1957 


RICE 

FR  4.-58 

May  19,  1958 


Total  rice  imports  in  1957  in  11  major  rice-importing  countries  were  about 
the  same  as  the  year  before.    Imports  were  8,933  million  pounds  in  terms  of 
milled  rice  compared  with  the  postwar  record  of  8,978  million  pounds  in  the 
preceding  year.    The  volume  was  65  percent  of  average  imports  prior  to  World 
War  II  (1935-39). 

RICE  (in  terms  of  milled):    Imports  into  principal  importing  countries, 

1952-57 


Country                 '  I952    *  1953 
:  : 

;  1954 

;  1955 

;1956  1/;1957  1/ 

•  • 

• 
• 

: Million 
: pounds 

: Million 
: pounds 

rMillion 
: pounds 

: Million 
: pounds 

•  • 

•  • 

:Million:  Million 
: pounds  :  pounds 

Pakistan  :      2/  ! 

Philippine  Republic  ;  139. 

Germany,  West  :  129* 

5  904 
!  685 
:  125 

!  819! 

!  2,379! 
1,205: 
2/  : 

1/ 
562: 

205: 
89: 

7,273: 

!  887 
!  230 
'  1,442 
570' 
3,158! 
708! 
2/  ! 
94: 
435: 
176: 
165: 
7,865: 

•  849 

542 
!  676 
:  279 
2,748! 
1,207! 
2/  : 
140 : 
238: 
240 : 
270: 

7,189: 

•'    1,083:  1,153 
:       613 :  69O 
!       835:  1,682 
f    1,682:  1,502 
!    1,675:  766 
1,304:  1,163 
972:  953 

93:  266 
300:  429 
258:  197 
163:  132 
8,978:  8,933 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Exports  exceeded  imports.    ^  Less  than  500,000  pounds. 


Compiled  mainly  from  official  sources,  and  from  other  trade  information. 

I 


-  2  - 


India,  Ceylon,  the  Philippine  Republic,  Hong  Kong,  and  Cuba  imported  more 
rice  than  in  1956.    The  most  significant  gain  was  in  India,  the  largest 
importer  in  1957.     Imports  doubled  those  of  the  preceding  year  and  were  th^ 
heaviest  since  before  World  War  II.    Tv;o-thirds  of  the  imports  came  from  Burma 
and  over  one-fourth  from  the  United  States. 

Ceylon  and  Hong  Kong  also  imported  the  most  rice  since  before  the  war. 
Almost  three-fifths  of  imports  into  Ceylon  were  from  Burma.    Around  30  per- 
cent came  from  Communist  China,  and  most  of  the  remainder  from  Thailand, 
Hong  Kong  took  rice  mainly  from  Thailand,  Communist  China,  and  the  Associated 
States  of  Indochina.    The  Philippine  Republic  imported  the  most  rice  in  6 
years.    Over  three-fourths  of  it  came  from  Thailand,  and  18  percent  from 
South  Vietnam. 

Rice  imports  into  Cuba  increased  4-3  percent  over  the  preceding  year  and  were 
the  largest  in  3  years.  Virtually  all  imports  since  1953  have  been  from  the 
United  States. 

The  increase  in  rice  imports  into  India  in  1957  was  offset  by  a  sharp  de- 
cline in  imports  into  Japan,  which  were  the  smallest  since  19^9.    A  series 
of  bumper  crops  enabled  Japan  to  decrease  rice  imports  gradually  from  1954- 
through  1957.    Thailand  and  Taiwan  each  supplied  a  third  of  Japan's  rice 
imports;  and  Burma,  31  percent. 

Imports  into  Indonesia .  the  second  largest  rice  importer  in  1957,  declined 
11  percent  from  1956,  but  were  well  above  average.    The  United  States,  Burma, 
and  Thailand  were  the  principal  sources.    Domestic  supplies  being  above 
average,    Malaya  imported  less  rice  than  in  the  year  before.    Nearly  80  per- 
cent was  from ^Thailand,  a  preferred  source  for  its  rice  imports.  Burma 
ranked  second,  and  rice  was  imported  from  Cambodia. 

Rice  imports  into  the  Netherlands  and  West  Germany  decline  19  and  ?4.  percent, 
respectively,  from  the  preceding  year.     Imports  into  the  Netherlands  were 
principally  from  Thailand,  Burma,  and  Belgium-Luxembourg,    Egypt,  Spain,  and 
Thailand  were  the  principal  countries  for  rice  imported  into  West  Germany. 

Pakistan  imported  nearly  as  much  rice  in  1957  as  the  unusually  large  amount 
it  took  in  1956.    Imports  were  953  million  pounds  compared  with  97?  million 
pounds  in  1956.     Imports  from  the  United  States  and  Burma  -  the  principal 
sources  -  were  389  and  314-  million  pounds,  respectively.    Other  countries 
of  origin  were  (in  million  pounds):    Thailand,  139;  South  Vietnam,  66;  and 
Italy,  4-5.     In  1956,  the  principal  countries  of  origin  were  (in  million 
pounds):    United  States,  4.5?;  Burma,  249,  Mainland  China,  1/^1;  Thailand,  54-, 
and  other  countries  76  -  total  972. 
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WORLD  RICE  HARVEST  DOWN  3  PERCENT 


World  rice  production  in  1957-58  (August-July)  is  estimated  at  3  percent 
less  than  in  1956-57  and  about  the  same  as  in  1955-56,  according  to  the 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    The  crop  is  estimated  at  4-26,600  million 
pounds  of  rough  rice,  compared  with  the  record  harvest  of  ^^4.0,4.00  million 
pounds  in  1956-57  and  with  427,600  million  pounds  in  1955-56. 

Despite  a  sharp  setback  from  drought  this  season,  production  is  8  percent 
above  the  average  from  1950-51  through  54-55.    World  rice  acreage,  at 
approximately  the  record  level  of  the  year  before,  was  7  percent  above 
average. 

Thus,  though  bad  weather  caused  world  yields  per  acre  in  1957-58  to  be 
generally  much  below  the  good  yields  of  1956-57,  they  were  above  the 
average  yields  of  1950-51  through  1954-55.    Good  results  from  efforts  of 
recent  years  to  increase  yields  per  acre  are  especially  apparent  in  Asia 
and  Africa. 

Ninety-two  percent  of  the  world's  rice  crop  of  1957-58  was  raised  in 
Asia.    China's  crop  is  estimated  at  35  percent  of  all  production,  and 
India's,  20  percent. 

Drought  reduced  all  rice  crops  in  the  Far  East  except  in  Communist  China, 
Japan,  and  Korea.    According  to  official  data  from  Communist  China,  the 
record  production  there  resulted  from  a  moderate  increase  in  acreage 
and  better  yields  than  in  the  preceding  year.    Japan  had  a  bumper  crop 
for  the  third  year,  and  South  Korea  had  another  good  year. 

Drought  in  India  caused  a  sharp  reduction  in  output.    Though  acreage 
was  slightly  larger  than  in  the  year  before,  production  declined  about  11 
percent.    The  northeastern  states  were  especially  affected  by  the  droioght, 
while  favorable  weather  permitted  southern  states  to  harvest  good  crops. 
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Though  Pakistan' 3  acreage  was  larger  than  in  1956-57,  drought  in  East 
Pakistan  and  floods  in  West  Pakistan  caused  a  6-percent  decrease  in  pro- 
duction.   Indonesia' 3  crop  also  was  smaller  than  in  the  year  before. 

Lack  of  rain  in  the  exporting  countries  of  Burma  and  Thailand  caused 
declines  both  in  acreage  and  in  yields  per  acre  harvested.    Current  esti- 
mates of  the  rice  crops  are  17  and  15  percent,  respectively,  below  the 
preceding  year.    Total  production  of  the  2  ooiontries  is  estimated  at 
28,500  million  pounds  of  rough  rice,  compared  with  34-, 000  million  pounds 
in  1956-57.    Drought  also  reduced  crops  in  areas  of  Indochina  that  usually 
have  some  rice  for  export.    The  decline  in  South  Vietnam's  crop  was  around 
780  million  pounds  of  rough  rice,  and  for  Cambodia  it  was  970  million 
pounds. 

The  Philippine  Republic  had  a  harvest  about  5  percent  less  than  that  in 
the  year  before  because  of  drought.    Taiwan  had  a  drought  in  the  first 
part  of  1958  in  southern  states  where  upland  rice  is  mainly  grown.  How- 
ever, considering  the  total  yields  of  the  2  anniial  crops,  a  near-record 
output  was  harvested. 

Malaya ' s  rice  acreage  was  at  the  high  level  of  the  year  before.  Even 
though  drought  hurt  the  crop  to  some  extent,  production  was  a  near-record. 
Rice  acreage  in  Ceylon  was  greatly  reduced  by  December  floods.  However, 
unusually  high  yields  resulted  in  a  crop  slightly  above  the  preceding 
season's  very  small  output,  which  was  reduced  by  drought. 

The  rice  harvest  in  Western  Europe  was  about  as  large  as  in  1956-57. 
Italy' s  acreage  and  production  were  cut  sharply.    But  the  decline  there 
was  offset  by  acreage  gains  in  France,  Spain,  and  Greece.    Yields  per 
acre  were  above  average  for  all  of  those  countries.    Portugal ' s  rice 
acreage  decreased  slightly,  but  production  increased  moderately.  Though 
Yugoslavia's  acreage  was  below  that  of  recent  years,  record  yields  per 
acre  resulted  in  a  record  crop. 

Production  in  Africa  continued  the  steady  increase  of  recent  years. 
Acreage  was  up  U  percent  from  the  year  before  and  was  12  percent  above 
the  1950-51  through  1954-~55  average.    However,  an  increase  of  20  percent 
in  overall  yields  per  acre  from  that  period  has  resulted  in  a  gain  of  as 
much  as  34-  percent  in  production.    Though  1957-58  yields  were  below  aver- 
age in  a  few  countries  that  had  poor  weather,  most  African  countries 
have  succeeded  to  some  extent  in  increasing  yields  per  acre.    Egypt  had 
a  record  crop.    Both  the  acreage  and  harvest  of  the  Belgian  Congo  declined 
from  the  year  before,  but  were  well  above  average. 

North  America's  output  in  1957-58  shows  a  further  marked  decline  from 
the  peak  level  of  3  years  before.    The  decrease  has  been  due  mainly  to 
a  continued  reduction  in  U.S.  acreage,  which  in  1957  was  47  percent 
below  the  1954-  record  and  35  percent  less  than  in  the  1950-54-  average 
period.    U.S.  yields  per  acre  have  increased,  and  production  in  1957 
was  only  14.  percent  less  than  in  the  1950-54-  period. 
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On  the  other  hand,  both  acreage  and  yields  per  acre  in  Cuba  and  Mexico — 
the  North  American  countries  ranking  next  in  production—have  increased 
significantly.    Mexico  increased  acreage  32  percent  from  the  1950-5A 
average,  and  higher  yields  per  acre  brought  about  a  production  gain  of 
as  much  as  4-6  percent,    Cuba's  rice  acreage  and  production  during  the 
same  period  increased  54-  and  80  percent,  respectively,  over  the  1950-54- 
average,  even  though  the  "hoja  blanca"  disease  caused  a  decrease  in 
Cuba's  acreage  of  1957. 

Rice  acreage  of  the  Dominican  Republic  was  at  the  preceding  year's  level, 
but  production  was  not  quite  so  large.    The  coxintry  is  planning  to  shift 
some  of  the  land  now  in  rice  to  other  crops. 

Drought  in  Central  America  reduced  crops  in  all  countries  except  Honduras. 
Since  1954--55,  lack  of  rain  in  that  area  has  prevented  good  rice  crops. 
Though  acreage  has  gained  steadily  in  these  years,  yields  per  acre  have 
been  lower,  with  the  largest  decrease  in  1957-58.    The  most  significant 
drop  in  production  was  in  Panama,  because  of  small  yields,  even  though 
acreage  increased  substantially. 

Lack  of  rain  also  greatly  reduced  output  in  the  northern  countries  of 
South  America.    The  crops  of  British  Guiajia,  Surinam,  and  Venezuela 
were  13,  ?4->  and  28  percent,  respectively,  below  those  of  the  preceding 
year.    "Hoja  blajica"  disease  in  Venezuela  was  a  major  factor  in  the 
decline  there. 

Good  rice  harvests  are  about  completed  in  the  southern  countries  of 
South  America.    Argentine  acreage  increased,  and  yields  were  well  above 
average.    Larger  production  in  Chile  and  Uruguay  was  from  high  yields 
per  acre  on  acreages  about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

Southern  Brazil  had  a  good  rice  harvest,  particularly  the  rice-exporting 
State  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.    Drought  damage  in  the  northeastern  states 
has  not  been  finally  determined,  so  that  an  estimated  decrease  of  8  per- 
cent in  production  for  all  Brazil  for  1957-58  is  very  tentative.  In 
Sao  Paulo,  a  large  producing  state,  the  crop  is  well  below  that  of  1956-57. 

In  Australia,  unusually  heavy  yields,  currently  estimated  at  5,625 
pounds  of  rough  rice  per  acre,  have  resulted  in  a  crop  much  larger  than 
the  previous  record  harvest  of  2  years  before.    The  acreage  was  only 
4.0,000  acres,  compared  with  55,000  acres  in  1956-57.    Production  in  the 
new  rice  areas  was  set  back  because  of  floods.    However,  it  is  still 
planned  to  grow  rice  in  these  areas. 
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FOREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service      Washington  D.C 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD' 

OPT  r»  Q  ^or^r) 


li.  S.  QtPAPTMEMT  Of  A' 


RICE 
FR  6-58 
July  28,  1958 


WORLD  RICE  TRADE  FAIRLY 
STEADY  IN  1957 


International  trade  in  rice  in  1957  was  near  the  postwar  level  of  1956, 
according  to  the  Foreign  Agriculttiral  Service,    World  exports  (including 
reexports)  in  terms  of  milled  rice,  are  estimated  at  13.0  billion  pounds, 
compared  with  13.3  billion  pounds  in  1956.    Larger  exports  from  some 
areas  of  Asia  and  from  Egypt  failed  to  offset  declines  elsewhere. 

Though  world  rice  exports  were  down  somewhat,  substantial  shipments 
of  late  1956  received  by  importing  countries  in  early  1957  caused  world 
rice  imports  of  1957  to  exceed  those  of  the  year  before,  according  to 
available  data.    Imports  by  Africa  increased  sharply,  and  those  by  South- 
west Asia  and  the  Western  Hemisphere  were  larger. 

Exporting  countries:    Though  Burma  expected  to  have  postwar  record  rice 
exports  from  the  bmper  1956-57  crop,  shipments  slowed  down  in  the  last 
part  of  the  year  as  prospects  for  the  new  crop  worsened.    So,  1957  ex- 
ports were  6  percent  below  those  of  1956. 

On  the  other  hand,  shipments  from  Thailand,  the  second  largest  exporter, 
were  23  percent  more  than  in  1956  and  were  the  highest  in  postwar  years. 
Cambodia  and  Vietnam  together  exported  824.  million  pounds,  in  contrast 
to  only  119  million  pounds  the  year  before.    Taiwan's  exports  also  ex- 
ceeded those  of  1956. 

Commercial  rice  exports  from  the  United  States  fell  U  percent  from  the 
1956  record.    Total  shipments,  including  donations  under  private  relief, 
were  1,729.3  million  potinds,  compared  with  2,147.4-  million  pounds  in 
1956  -  a  decline  of  19  percent.    Fifty-five  percent  of  1956  exports  was 
shipped  under  Public  Law  48O  programs. 
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Italy* s  rice  exports  were  less  than  half  those  in  the  preceding  year  and 
were  the  smallest  since  19AB,    Spain's  exports  were  down  29  percent,  but 
were  well  above  the  1951-55  average.    Exports  of  Iran  and  Iraq  were 
negligible  because  of  poor  crops. 

Total  exports  of  South  American  cotmtries  also  dropped  more  than  one-hcdf . 
Brazil  exported  less  than  a  million  pounds,  compared  with  224-  million 
pounds  in  1956.    In  1956,  Brazil  exported  41  percent  of  South  America's 
rice  exports,  but  in  1957  Brazil's  exports  were  less  than  1  percent  of 
the  total.    Exports  of  Argentina,  British  Guiana,  and  Uruguay  also  de- 
clined in  1957.    Only  in  Ecuador  were  exports  larger  than  in  the  preceding 
year. 

Importing  countries;    Rice  imports  into  South  aiKi  East  Asia  were  moderately 
below  those  of  1956  but  9  percent  above  the  average  of  1951-55.  Most 
significant  was  the  54^percent-drop  in  Japan's  imports,  Indonesia's 
dropped  materially,  and  Malaya's  and  Palcistan's  declined  some,  India's 
imports,  however,  were  nearly  double  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
were  44-  percent  above  the  1951-55  average.    Imports  into  the  Philippines 
and  Ceylon  also  were  up. 

Rice  imports  into  the  Middle  East  set  a  postwar  record.    The  largest 
increases  were  in  Saudi  Arabia,  other  Arabian  States,  and  Lebanon. 

Many  countries  of  Africa  increased  rice  imports  sharply  in  1957.  Total 
continental  Imports  were  37  percent  above  those  in  1956  and  88  percent 
over  the  1951-55  average.    Imports  by  French  West  Africa  and  Mauritius  — 
the  largest  importers  —  were  much  above  the  year  before  and  well  above 
average.    The  same  was  generally  true  of  Ghana,  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
Algeria,  Kenya,  Tanganyika,  Gambia,  French  Equatorial  Africa,  and  Reunion. 
Despite  steady  gains  in  rice  production,  all  these  countries  are  stepping 
up  rice  imports. 

North  America's  rice  imports  were  the  largest  in  several  years,  mainly 
because  of  increased  Cuban  imports.    Costa  Rica,  Barbados,  Jamaica,  and 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  also  increased  their  imports. 

Above-normal  takings  in  Peru  and  Colombia  boosted  South  American  imports 
to  the  highest  level  in  recent  years. 

Though  the  volume  imported  by  West  Europe  was  below  that  of  the  2  preceding 
years,  it  was  above  the  1951-55  average.    Imports  declined  or  were  about 
the  same  as  in  1956  in  all  countries  except  France  and  Greece, 

Imports  into  Oceania  were  less  than  in  the  2  preceding  years,  and  were 
about  the  same  as  the  1951-55  average. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTtffitJT  OF  AGRICULTURE  Penalty  for  Private  Use  to  Avoid 

WASHINGTON  2$,  D.  C.  Payment  of  Postage,  1300 


Official  Business 


